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other. But when the winds are steady, as they are for example
on both sides of the equator, the drifts become veritable currents,
and these currents have played a very important part in the his-
tory of the human race and in making certain areas of the world
inhabitable which otherwise would be as cold as Greenland's icy
shores.



HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF YEARS AGO THE CONTINENTS SEEM
TO HAVE BEEN VERY DIFFERENT FROM TO-DAY
A map of these ocean rivers (for that is what many of those
currents really are) will show you where they are situated. The
Pacific Ocean has a number of such currents. The most impor-
tant of these, as important in its way as the Gulf Stream of the
Atlantic, is the Japan current, or Kuro Siwo (which means the
Blue Salt Current), which is caused by the north-cast trade-winds.
After having done its duty by Japan, it crosses the northern Pacific